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IPSA International Conference 
 

Concordia University, Montreal (Quebec), Canada 

April 30 – May 2, 2008 
 

 

ñInternational Political Science: 

New Theoretical and Regional Perspectivesò 
 

 

CALL FOR PANELS AND PAPERS 
 

 

The conference aims at assessing both the state of political science in the world’s different 

regions and the state of its major sub-disciplines, and at developing a perspective of 

international political science in the 21
st
 century. For the first time, it will bring together 

representatives of the national political science associations and of IPSA’s research 

committees, with a view to enhancing cooperation, encouraging the creation of mutually  

beneficial  networks  and  –  in the future  – holding joint regional conferences and 

organizing joint panels at IPSA World Congresses. 

 

Program Co-Chairs: 

Dirk BERG-SCHLOSSER, IPSA Vice President 

Rainer EISFELD, IPSA Research Committee Representative 

 

Conference Coordinator: 

Isabel BRINCK, IPSA Secretariat 

 

 

Each national association and research committee is invited to nominate two represen-

tatives and to mail their names and institutional affiliations to the conference coordinator 
(Isabel.brinck@ipsa.org) and the program chairs (bergschl@staff.uni-marburg.de and 

rainer.eisfeld@uos.de), together with a proposal indicating to which part of the conference 

they wish to contribute. 

 

The conference will comprise the following three sections: 

 

ǒ Wednesday, April 30/Thursday, May 1 

 

I. STATE OF AFFAIRS AND CONFLICTING PERSPECTIVES IN THE MAJOR SUB-

FIELDS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 

1. Epistemological Foundations and Methodology 
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Introductory Paper: Nathaniel BECK (New York University) 

 

2. Political Theory 

Introductory Paper: Takashi INOGUCHI (University of Tokyo) 

 

3. Political Sociology 

Introductory Paper: Marta LAGOS (MORI Chile) 

 

4. Governance and Public Policies 

Introductory Paper: Guy PETERS (University of Pittsburgh) 

 

5. Comparative Politics 

Introductory Paper: E. GYMAH-BOADI (University of Ghana) 

 

6. International Relations 

Introductory Paper: Walter CARLSNAES (University of Uppsala) 

 

The papers will be circulated in advance. Participants from both national associations and 

research committees are invited to propose titles and abstracts for brief statements (up to a 

maximum of 10 minutes) focusing on salient problems and/or perspectives of a specific sub-field. 

For each session, the program chairs will select up to 6 statements. The introductory papers (30 

minutes) and the subsequent statements will be followed by a general discussion. In this way, a 

broad perspective both from different regional and cultural traditions and various epistemological 

positions should be developed reflecting IPSAôs truly global concerns and commitments. 

 

 

ǒ Thursday, May 1/Friday, May 2 

 

II. STATE OF THE DISCIPLINE IN MAJOR REGIONS, FUTURE COMMON 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Asia and the Pacific/ Africa  

 

2. Latin America/ North America 

 

3. Western Europe 

 

4. Eastern Europe 

 

Participants from national associations are invited to take part in one of the projected panels 

intended to take stock of the state of political science in their respective geographical regions, of 

their activities, main fields, achievements and possible deficits. For this purpose, a paper from 

each association should be prepared according to a common outline which will be provided by 

the program chairs. Participants from those research committees which have a strong regional 

focus or membership are invited to add to these presentations with statements of their own. The 

program chairs will combine these proposals with a view to bringing together representatives 

from both national associations and research committees. They will also appoint a rapporteur in 

each panel for the conferenceôs concluding plenary session.  
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ǒ Friday, May 2 

 

III. CUTTING-EDGE AREAS OF RESEARCH IN POLITICAL SCIENCE SUB-

FIELDS 

 

Participants from research committees are invited to propose panels and papers in the context of 

five to six projected parallel sessions which shall focus on common and topical research interests. 

Participants from national associations are invited to do likewise. Again with a view of bringing 

together researchers from both institutional levels, the program chairs will select panels and 

contributions for presentation, and will designate rapporteurs for the conferenceôs concluding 

plenary session.  

 

 


